Jeremy Mao, 2011Spenadel Recipient, Inspires Audience
NYCDS members were riveted as the 2011 recipient of the Henry Spenadel Award,  Jeremy J. Mao, Ph.D., DDS, gave a lecture on “Dentistry Now vs. Dentistry Tomorrow:   Is Regenerative Dental Medicine for Real?”  at the November Stated meeting.  Dr. Mao has taken on a pioneering role in the field of dental and craniofacial stem cells.  He is currently Senior Associate Dean for Research and the Edward V. Zegarelli Endowed Chair at Columbia University’s College of Dental Medicine, as well as Director, Center for Craniofacial Regeneration at Columbia University Medical Center. Dr. Mao was introduced by Henry Spenadel Award Committee Chair Allan Deutsch.  Member of the committee who recommended Dr. Mao’s selection are:  Henry Chalfin, James Doundoulakis, James Farer, Jerry Halpern, Jack Roth, Shahin Shagoli, President Patricia Sukmonowski and Immediate Past President Edward J. Miller, Jr.
Dr. Mao spoke to the fact that baby teeth, wisdom teeth and permanent teeth that are extracted are a rich source of stem cells, which have shown to have the ability to propagate and differentiate into the cells of various host organisms such as bone, muscle, skin, liver, cartilage, and more.  Stem cell research has demonstrated very promising advances in the treatment of a numerous health conditions, including diabetes, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, and periodontal disease to name a few.  Dr. Mao noted that although tooth regeneration is still “science fiction,” dental pulp regeneration has been shown to be feasible in preliminary research. Dr. Mao demonstrated how stem cells can be manipulated to develop into dental pulp. Researchers were able to induce pulp regeneration from stem cells placed in a root canal of a rat, paving the way for pulp regeneration to potentially replace gutta percha and keeping a tooth more vital. 
Based on exciting research developments, Dr. Mao appeared confident that dentistry will eventually be transformed from treatment focused on “repair” to “regeneration” in the decades to come. He places regenerative dental medicine alongside the industrial revolution and the information revolution as the next significant revolution that will change how we live. 
The meeting was generously sponsored by StemSave.

