April Stated Meeting Engages Members
At the Society’s April 14th meeting, Elliot V. Hersh, DMD, MS, PhD, gave a fascinating lecture “Clinical Update on Local Anesthetics” for the 100-plus members in attendance.   Dr. Hersh is a professor of oral surgery/pharmacology and director of the Division of Pharmacology and Therapeutics at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Dental Medicine.  He runs a very active clinical research program that plays a key role in developing and carrying out clinical protocols. His analgesic research team was instrumental in the granting of FDA approval to a number of analgesic and anesthetic agents such as ibuprofen liqui-gels. His studies of analgesic agents have been published in peer reviewed journals such as The Journal of the American Dental Association and The Journal of Clinical Dentistry. 
Dr. Hersh emphasized in his lecture the unique issues involved in anesthetizing children and the risk of overdoses. Adults  can typically mitigate much of their anxiety about dental procedures because they can  understand and appreciate the benefits of dental care;  children can’t quite grasp the benefits and therefore experience higher levels of anxiety awaiting dental procedures and often need sedation, in addition to anesthetics, in order to calm them.  Dr. Hersh, along with Dr. Paul A. Moore, developed a very useful guide for safely prescribing anesthetics for children called “The Rule of 25,” which can be summarized as follows:  one cartridge of any anesthetic formulation can be administered safely for every 25 pounds of the child’s body weight.  (See chart at right.)  Dr. Hersh’s presentation engaged the interest of audience members who asked frequent questions throughout the program.
At the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Dental Medicine, Dr. Hirsh directs and lectures in the undergraduate pharmacology and clinical therapeutics courses, the postgraduate clinical pharmacology course and delivers presentations to the medical students in the pain control and geriatric series. He also teaches continuing education courses for Penn Dental Medicine and has been awarded the University’s highest teaching honor, the Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching. He is frequent instructor at the Society’s Henry Spenadel Continuing Education Program.  
Members enjoyed cocktails and a catered dinner prior to a brief business meeting which was followed by the lecture. During the business meeting, Clifford A. Salm was recognized by the Society for his active involvement as chair of the Greater NY Dental Meeting from 2008-09. He was presented with a plaque by NYCDS President Edward Miller. Dr. Miller encouraged the members in attendance to be sure to volunteer for the 2010 Greater New York Dental Meeting.  Please refer to the information box on this page for details. In addition, the members of the 2010 NYCDS Nominating Committee were elected.  
Vice President Jeffrey Senzer , who is chair of the NYCDS Constitution and Bylaws Committee, presented revised bylaws for NYCDS.  He explained that the revisions were due to the change in NYSDA governance creating a Board of Trustees and a House of Delegates. Additionally, the NYCDS nominating process and constitution of the nominating committee was changed with the implementation of a new, successful, more transparent, process in 2009. This was proposed to be memorialized in the revised Constitution and Bylaws.  The members presented voted adoption of the revised Constitution and Bylaws.
 Liberty Mutual Insurance helped to sponsor the event.
